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to deceive the French as to his whereabouts he
would date his letters incorrectly.

Blucher, Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, and Boyenhad
set themselves the task of keeping the King from
any further alliance with Napoleon. Scharnhorst
pointed out to Frederick William how little con-
fidence could really be placed in the Emperor; he
showed him that Prussia by her very position, in
communication by sea with that England which
he was making such efforts to isolate, would always
be a stumbling-block in Napoleon's way. Fred-
erick William would listen to no such reasoning
but kept reverting to what had become with him
a fixed idea: that the fault lay with the Prussian
army and with the Prussian people and that no
trust could be placed in either one or the other.
Where were the generals, he would ask scornfully,
who were fit for more than to wear embroidered
collars and plumed hats? He knew of none!

Scharnhorst had never wavered in his belief that
Blucher was the man to command the army that
should fight Napoleon. After a visit to him at
Treptow in July, 181 o, he paid him the most glowing
tribute one man could well pay to another. Never
hadhe known, he declared, such an honest, straight-
forward, high-minded, and patriotic nature, so free
from selfish aims, so ready to make every sacrifice,
even the sacrifice of life itself.

As the year 1811 wore on, the political develop-
ments struck a chill as of death to the hearts of the
patriots. Boyen speaks of Prussia's mastless